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ruin of the kingdom ; and they observed the enemy's whole
artillery directly levelled at the treasurer's head. In short,
the majority of the club had so good an understanding with
the great men at court, that two of the latter,1 to shew to
the world how fair a correspondence there was between the
court and country party, consented to be at one of their
dinners; but this intercourse had an event very different
from what was expected : for immediately the more zealous
members of that society broke off from the rest, and com-
posed a new one, made up of gentlemen, who seemed to
expect little of the court; and perhaps, with a mixture of
others who thought themselves disappointed, or too long
delayed.2 Many of these were observed to retain an in-
curable jealousy of the treasurer, and to interpret all delays,
which they could not comprehend, as a reserve of favour in
this minister to the persons and principles of the abandoned
party.

Upon an occasion offered about, this time, some persons,
out of distrust to the treasurer, endeavoured to obtain a
point, which could not have been carried without putting
all into confusion. A Bill was brought into the House of
Commons, appointing commissioners to examine into the
value of all lands, and other interests granted by the crown
since the thirteenth day of February, one thousand six
hundred and eighty-eight, and upon what considerations
such grants had been made. The united country interest
in the House was extremely set upon passing this Bill.
They had conceived an opinion from former precedents,
that the court would certainly oppose all steps towards a
resumption of grants; and those who were apprehensive
that the treasurer inclined the same way, proposed the Bill
should be tacked to another, for raising a fund by duties
upon soap and paper, which hath been always imputed,
whether justly or no, as a favourite expedient of those called
the Tory party. At the same time it was very well known,
that the House of Lords had made a fixed and unanimous
resolution against giving their concurrence to the passing

1  Mr. St. John and Mr. Bromley.    [N.]

2  This was called the March Club, but did not long subsist.    It
seems probable that it included those Tories whose principles went the
length of Jacobitism.    [S.]